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CHAPTER XXEIII. Coneluded

It was some time after dark when
1 returned to the house, and found
supper waiting for me; but the land-
lord was very much astonished
when I declined to eat any. I excus-
ed myself, however, and requesicd
to be shown to a private room. He
procured a Jighted candle and con-
ducted ma up.a narrow flight of
stairs, and landed mo in a small
apartment in the corner of tho
honte. A clean lookizg bed stoo
in one corner of the rcomy a wash.
gtand, bureau, Tand two chairg
congtituted the furniture, There
were two windows—one in the
oast side, the other in the gonth—
both covered with clean snow-
white curtains, nicely looped up
front the middle. Agsoon as I was
left alone, I begau to let my miad
have its own way, and if I were to
tell all that it investigated on that
oceasion, it would add too much to
the length of this stocy, A mocl:
fng bird sat on a tree near the
south window and seemed to be
exorting himsell to amuse me. |
like mocking-birds; butthis one wes
“hoarsa eand singing oud of tuma”
He had cracked his veice trying
to imitate about six cets that were
holding a eamp meeting on top of
the smoke house. 1 might have
enjoyed the concert under more
fuvoreble circumstances, but the
gtate of my nervous system was
guch as to deprive me of the pleas.
ure. I needed sleoap;in fact I was
suffering for lack of sleep, and knew
that it was my duty to endeavor
to gel it atall hazzards, so as to en-
able me to master the situeticn in
which I was placed. The momett
ous events that were to transpirs
on the next day were fraught with
no little significance, 6o far as they
might resnlt to mysell. [ tirow
off my clothas and stratched mysalf
on the bed, first extinguiching tle
light, and tried to kesp my thoughts
away from the cat show; bui thut
was a failore. I stood it as long as
any man could have done, and
would have submitted to the tor
tura perhaps longer, but for my
nervousness. 1 threw a glass tum.
bler, with unerring precision, and
one cat wenbt to his long home, and
the, concert clesed. But alaal
goon made the heart-rending dis-
covery that I had jumped ouvof the
frying-naninto the firs, The caler-
wauling nelody was sweel wucic
compared with the heart rending
noize wade by the frogsin a pond
hard-by., I am willng to admit,

that 1 have always been of theip

opinion that a congregation of cats
cpuld thake the most heart-rending
soul-scraping noise, that ever was
. heard; but that night I had cause
to change my opinion. 1 award
the premium to the fiog; he can
beat a cat ty death and give him
an hour's start, A cat hes jo stop
oceasioually to fill his Jungs; butnol
80 with the frog; he seems to be all
the time full of wind; [ suppose he
has a manufacturing apparatus in
his lungs. At all events, no man
-aver heard a frog stop for breath
when onoce he made up his mind not
to do it. The frog pond about
which I am telling was not more
than fifty yards from my window.
I don’t know oxactly how many
frogs there were in thab ponc,
though 1t must have been very
densely populated, judging from
the great noiss they made, If
frogs were worth a dollar a kead,
[ am confident thdn.t l.hetbhwuo_
enough in that pond to pay the na-
tlbtll? debt no!:oepuntiug the old
ones that had retired from busi-
ness. 1 inferred that they were
holding a convention of some gort;
no doubt it wasa political meating,
for greal confusion seemed Lo pre-
wail, similar to what I have seen
in the carpet-baggers’ conventions
in Mississippi. Ever now &nd then,
the confusion would buret out
anew, and 1 thought the concern
v:l:]u]& end in ;. row; itml qn.: old
tellow with & bass voice oried on

“hold him, hotd him, hold him!? ,I

s not ; don't know

donot however, to wader|flirted b
wand g g b 1 b hos,

twa little frogs in a puddle near
the Jouse, one Was grating his
teeth all the time, while the other
one'’s fesiings seemed to be very
much hert ebout womething, for he
was orying like his heart was going
to break. Iinferred that they had
been expelled from the convention;
or that they had come off from
home and forgot their credentials,
I'lay and listened to the frogs until
my eyes began tojfeel heavy; and
just as I was about to full asleep in
gpite of the [rog-convention, a mus-
quito ¢oneluded to make his sup-
per oiiof my nose. Sometimes I
would actually get intoa comfort-
able doze, when he would light,
and begia to put kia numps to work
end wake me, I would drive him
awsay; but ke would not take the
hint, Iaerlerto get rid of him, I
ofered g faiv compromise; Fwiy
willing thet he might pump as
much blood cut of my feet as he
could chamber, and teking them
from pnder the cover I held them
oud to him, but ko rcjected my lib-
ore! ofier with scorn, and seemed
o have made up kis mind to fight
it guton the nose lice; the resull
wag, oiior a ball hour's contest, I
Zilled him, end then I soon fell
aslaap. 1t was but natural to sup-
poge Lhat my slumbers would be
disturbed by unplensent dreams.
How could any thing else be ex:
pected, haraged ps my mind wag
with cueh unplassent reflections.
I drcamad of wer, blocd, and duels,
and a thousand cther things too te-
dious to meniion; bzt I must tell
youc! two of my dreams: I first
dreamed that | wvas a young tad-
polo, ewimming about in the pond
smong the fiogs. 1 was very proud
of my heaat:ful tail, and imagined
thant all the frogs were dying with
envy, beczuse they had lost theirs.
1t nover bad occurred to me that at
no distazt dey I should lose my
ieil, and be reduced to an equality
withthe frogs. 1 was dashing aboul
among the frogs, snd switching
my tail in their faces, in a very
rude wanner, The fact is I was
tantalizing them for being out of
fashion. 1 had the misfortune to in-
our tha displeasure of a celebrated
frog, who was [amous for his cour-
age, end who possessed. an nungov-
ernable, temper, 1 trust that my
iriends will not be disposed to cen-
sure me [or describing such a ri-
dicalous dream; but I am telling
oxactly what did ocour, and not
what cught to have occurred. In
the firsl place, it will be well to re-
member the circumstances by
which I was surrounded. I was
about to be forced into a duel, with
a men against whom I bore no ill:
will, and one whom I waz determin-
od not to hurt. Then I was full of
perplexity, because I did not know
the cause thal had induced him to
challenge me, Wihile my mind war
completely unsettled by thesa un-
leasant roflections, I was trying to
ateal a little sleep, in order that 1
might be in a condition lo wrestle
with the situation on the next day.
Then it was a natural consequence,
that I should dream of duels, Tom-
oats, and froga, Especially when it
is remembered that the cats and
Irogs had conspired to keep me
awake, and when in spite of them,
I did fall asleep.

But let me go on with my strange
dream, When [ bad been so incon-
giderate as to flirt my tail against
the nose of the lgh-tempered frog,
I discovered, when it was too late,
that I had involved myself in a se-
rious dificulty; and hoping to es-
cape the consequences, 1 sought
reluge behind an old rotten log that
lay in the edge of the pond. I was
very much alarmed when I saw a
large number of frogs coliecting

1f| round the one whose nose I had so

impradently slapped with my tail.
A little timid tadpole swam up close
to ma and very meekly informed me
that I was in great danger, as I had
ingulted the most dangerous frog in
the pond. I was very much dis-
turbed by this information and was
preparing an apology to be sent,
‘when I received a message from the
insulted frog. To the best of my
recollection, it was in substance as
follows:

“@General Frog ’.&dmm his com-
pliments to Ool, u?_olcud begs
bk ol L
bt il

8, ,XT0R

and

hallowe
. “8hoot him| Shoot him!* Bat L sup

whatit was. Ocoasiosally another|to desigoates lime and plaoe
one with a tenor '\‘roﬂ; owed, sad where such s e aclol

authorized to arrange prelimil
ries.” : 1

latln fal:eo'bo :lmg:;l that I
complately  par 1 with
when 1 received t};)ia message,
would have made an honoral
apology, but the bearer refused
listen to reason. He demanded
blood; nad sawore that if 1 refused
to fight, that I was s dead Tadpole
certain. I was about to faint from
sheer cowardice, when a bold yourg
Tadpole whiagered in my ear:

“Pat on a bold front,” said h
(Gen. Frog is a humbug and a bully,
Accept his challenge, make hi
fight with sticks, six inches long
anda halfinch in diameter; let th
sticks be sharpened at one end.
frog always has hia mouth ope
and you can run your stick do
his throat, and kill him while he

]

vy

head.”

I acted on this advice, and being
the challenged parly, I had the
right 1o choose the weapon, Quite
a commotion was caused when it
became known that a duel was to
be fought between Gen. Frog and
Col, Tadpole,

The weapons were prepared, the
space in the waler was measured,
un ominous silence pervaded the
pond, (a thing that hed never hap-
pened before); we were placed
sighteen inches apart, and when we
were ordered to take our places, I
could see plainly that public sent:-
ment was against me among the
frogs; but every tadpoele in the pond
was on my side, {]Vhan the word
was given, I made a dash forward
and planged my stick down Gen.
Frog's throat, taking him cemplote-
ly by surprise, The General's
friends carried bhim off ot the field,
buthe was a dead frog;and when it
was announced that the great Gen-
eral Frog was dead, such a heart-
rending wail as rent the aic then,
never had been Leard in the Frog
Kingdom before, The unusual
noise awoke ms, and I was glad to
find it wus all a dream, and that 1
was not rexly atadpole. I got ap,
lighted the candlo, kissed Lottie's
picture a dozen times, looked at
my watch and found thatl had only
slept wn heur. After pacing the
floor for half an hour, I again threw
mysell on the bed, and soon was
dreaming again, While the second
dream was not &0 full of nonsense
as the flirst one, it was preguant
with unpleasantness. It was what
I call & business-like dream—short,
to the point. I thought I and Wal-
lingford bad failed to reach arecon-
ciliation, and that General Callo-
way announced to me that I must
fight. Wefought with pistolsat ten
paces, and I was killed at the first
fire. 1suffered all the aganies of
death; and as soon as my soul left
the body his Satanic Majesty stood
ready to take me into custody. I
remember exactly how he looked;
he had his Aide de Camp with him.
They bad hand-cuffs and chains to
fasten my limbe. They took me
down through a long space of ex-
ceeding darkness, when all at once
my eyes ware blinded by the bright
flames that broke on my view. 1
started up and awoke, and saw two
rough looking men standing over
me—while one held a candle the
other had a pair of hand-cuffs in his
haund.

“(iet up, sir, and put on your
clothes ng soon as Jou can; we want
you to go with us.”

1did 28 [ was ordered—asking
no questions, The first thing that
occurred to me was that the oivil
authority had ordered my arrest, 6o
as to prevent the duel; and to be
candid [ was very glad of it, Any
thing to prevent the duel svited me;
for 1 hated the idea of being shot at
merely te gratify a foolish whim of
Harry Wallingford. When I finish-
ed my toilet, one of the men locked
the hand-oufls on my wrists, and
then commanded me to follow
them. Under any other circum-
stances, 1 dare say, [ should bave
knoeked any man down, who at-
tempted to manacle me; but I was
willing to submit to any indignity
and endure any inconvenience that
would prevent the duel, I follow-
ed the officers submissively and si-
lently, being satisfied that my im-

prisonment would only be te

Py, 1"%;:5"&' ) ’.;sd‘nm"f"f'z'_.
s0on as my friends could arrange
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NG GRAY HAIR TO ITS
TOUTHFUL OOLOR AND
\ LI

[‘ 1% supplies the nuteml
food mnud color to the halr

gleuds without staining the
eliin, ¥6 will lneroise and I;;ldhf
thickou the growth of the d::'

halir, provent its blanahing
aad fuling off, nod thus 'hm‘iﬁm
\ AVEET BALDNESS,

( I8 curcd Ttching, Erap-
Houa and Dandruff. As o
HAIR DRESSING It lo vory ||
dealrable, glving the halr a
clikes softosss which all
adem.re, I koepa the head

clsan, sweet pud heaulthy. |

HAMSDYE

FOR THE
WHISKERS
will changs the banrd to 8 BROWN or
BLACI st disorotion. Baelng la ene
preparution It (s eaally applied, mnd
prodeses o permancni ooler that will
nol waah off,
PEEFARED BY

R P HALL & CO,, WASHUA, W, R

Bold by all Dealas tn Mediclaa

CHICKASAW ROUTE,

MEMPRIS & CHIRLESTON
RAIL ROAD.

2 DAILY PASSENGER TRAINS, 2

SCHEDULE .5 & 3

ns lollows:

GOING BAST.
Mall & Exp, | Fast M. & Ex.
Lve Memphis,  11:50 pm 7:10 am
Arr Graod Junc'n, 3:45am 0:08 am
4 Middlaton,  3:45 am 0:45 nm
* Corinth, 4:03 nm 10:40 am
% Deontu, 9157 am 2:30 bm
“ Btevenson, 230pm 6:00 pm
4 Chattanoogn, 5:00 p m 7:30 pm
Lye Chaktancogn, 80pm ~  7:80
N4l olgn, 180 am
Arr Stevenson, ltki!%; 9:05
“  Decutur, 2%5am 1225 pm
' Qorinth, T4 am 4:38 pm
4 Micdleton, &llam 535 pm
* Grand Junetion, 8:52 amn 6:17 pm
¥ Momphls, 11140 am 8:20 pm.

TO THE EAST

Croax Coxwrorion is mads for all Easrrax
and Sovrmeastiax Civins, and for pointa
on and reaehed vin Cinelnnati South-
an R'y.

ROUND TRIP TICKETS
=10 THE—
SPRINGS AND PLEASURE RESORTS

—Cf—
EAST TENN. AND VIRGINIA;
Also to t::arlunl Northern Summer io-
watering plaoes,
On sale at priveipal Siations at
GREATLY REDUCED RATES
During the Smmmer Mantha.

THROUGH CARS WITHOUT CHANGE,

Send for Guide to Summer Resorts and
List of Rates,

ARKANSAS AND TEXAS POINTS
A full set of First-Class and Emigrant
Tiekets on swlo st all principal stations.
GREATLY REDU

+ Via this line, to prinoipsl Asks

and TEXAS POINTS,

s Sh o SN LY perAT.

Memphis Advertisements.

V.B. THAYER,

MANUFACTURING

JEWELER : : AND : : OPTICIAN,

Watches, Jewelry, Diamonds, Rings, Silverware,
Spectacles, Chains, Clocks, Ete,, Ete.,
265 MAIN ST, OPP. COURT BQUARE.......c0cenn. Memphis, Tenn,

N. B. Repairing of flne Watches and Jewelry s specialty. Batisfaction
guarantesd,
Bep. 25—6m,

T.OUIS DUSE;

DEALER IN ALL KIMDS OF

STOVES, CRATES, MANTELS,

Nardware, Yollow-ware wad Gastings,
Also; Manufaoturers of

Pain and fapanned Tinware, Bopper aud $heet-Tran Ware,
BUILDERS’ HARDWARE, CUTLERY, LAMPS, ETC.
394 Main street, Memphis, Tenn.

Tin Roofing, Spouting, Guitering and all kinds of Jobbing] Promgtly Autendad to.

~WHOLESALE DEALERS IN—

SASH, DOORS, BLINDS,

Grazep Basn, MovLpixcs, Wixpow axp Door Frames, Newel Posts, Bar—
vsrers, AND S8ram Rammves, Arnso Jonpers iy

PAINTS, OILS, AND WINDOW GLASS,
345 BECOND AND 39 UNION STREETS, MEMPHIS, TENN

I G HOLLENBERGS

GREAT SOUTHWESTERN

MUSIC : HOUSHE,

NEW YORK, MEMPHIS AND LITTLE ROCK,

Only the
best,

GrexrriL Acexcy ¥oR Oviver Ditsox & Co.
Vianos, Ovgans.
Chickering, Bteinway & Hollenberg, | Mason & Hamlin, Burdett & I, Eugland,
~—AQGENCY FOR—
THE WONDERFUL. ORGUINETTE AND CABINET.

SHEET MUSIC, MUSIC BOOKS, FOLIOS, BRASS AND SILVER BAND, OTHER MUSIC
AL INSTRUMENTS, and Merchandise of every diseription, at Wholesale & Retail,
EFPIANOS AND ORGANS REPAIRED, TUNED AND EXCHANGED, &3

WHOLESALE DRY G000DS!
MENKEN BROS,

Now Show the Most Complete assortment of CHOICE
GOODS which hes ever been shown to the

JOBBINC TRADE OF MEMPHIS

We entered the market when prices tonched bottom, and
BOUGHT EXCLUSIVELY FOR CASH,

BOOTS, SHOES & HATS -

Form a specialty in our Wholesale Department, being manufactared
expressly for the Southern Market. To our Wholesale Dry Goods,
we have added this season, tull lines of LOW and Mxprou-Prickn

~ SEASONABLE DRESS COODS

In our Fancy Goods and Notion Department, we display sn unusually
Large Stock of
Hoslery, Rlbgom. Handkerchiefs.

T A FISHER,

[Successor to FISHER, AMIS & CO,]

MARBLE WORKS,
Cor. Adams & Second 8ts., Memphis, Tenn.

Importer and wholesale and retail dealer in Italian, American
mpanroﬁl:nll'ki:dl of ! ) and Tennes-
GRANITE. MONUMENTS, TOMBS, HEAD AND} FOOT STONES,
COUNTER, WASH STAND AND TABLE TOPS.

Evory variety of Stone Work done promptly and satisfactorily. I
atli:gkinmuiv.lﬂlt_lq!g mj,ﬁ“l:lrm mg Larg-
and prices, which will be fi od promptly, free of chaige m‘““‘l““
commissions you will have to pay agents. : [&m
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